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Pittsburgh – the Real Story Talking Points for G-20

Welcome: If Pittsburgh is a success story, it is because of planning and public/private partnerships:
· Welcome to Pittsburgh…a city that has fought its way back from the devastating loss of steel manufacturing during the late 1970s and ‘80s. 
· A city that understands the key to sustainable growth is a combination of government planning and incentives and private innovation.  

· A city that understands that for the economy to be a success all the stakeholders must be at the table.
Pittsburgh’s Story:
There are two sides to the Pittsburgh story: 

· Many communities have not yet recovered from the loss of manufacturing jobs. For example, Homestead and Hazelwood. Many manufacturing jobs weren’t replaced at all and if they were, it was in hotels, food services and retail — jobs that never paid as well and proved even more vulnerable in the recent downturn. 
· Every manufacturing job supports five other jobs, while a service sector job supports only one other job. This is because we are converting raw materials into finished projects and because while the average manufacturing job in Pittsburgh paid $57,335 between 2001 and 2008, the average service sector job paid between $15,000 and $20,000.
· That helps explain why the city’s population is declining, especially among those under 40, who seek opportunity elsewhere. (The under 40 population has declined by 160,000 since 1990.)
· At the same time, Pittsburgh is a story of rebirth. A rebirth brought by deliberate planning, of partnerships between government and private industry and industrial planning in which all the stakeholders came to the table to rebuild a city. 
· Government, industry leaders, labor unions and others came together to connect local universities with public funds for technology. Pittsburgh is where innovation and manufacturing continue to grow together. 
· For example, Allegheny Technologies Inc., a manufacturer of specialty steel, is investing $1 billion in its facility here. And until Wall Street’s greed destroyed the financial markets and created a crisis in the economy, US Steel was investing $1 billion to update and make greener its coke works.
· Consider the LEED Gold Certified building in which the meeting of the G-20 will be taking place: it was not the result of the “free market” and purely private investment, the facility was built as part of a larger plan and a joint venture between government, philanthropic and corporate groups.
If Pittsburgh is the model, as has been suggested, then major changes need to occur in financial regulation and trade agreement to make sure Pittsburgh and the nation can thrive. 

· Pittsburgh should be a shining example of modern manufacturing: 

· Our manufacturing dispels the myths of smoky, dirty factories. 

· Our Modern manufacturing is among the cleanest, most efficient, most productive in the world.
· Green jobs can be the future – but only if those jobs are truly good, quality jobs that invest in America’s manufacturing base – otherwise, they are not green. Gamesa shows that we can lose jobs even green jobs, and even when workers are doing everything right, if we don’t make sure supply chains are in place and when capital markets collapse under their own mismanagement.
· Despite all efforts, Pittsburgh had lost a quarter of its manufacturing jobs over the past 10 years and another 10 percent in the past year due to Wall Street’s financial recklessness and unfair trade. 
· If we import goods from China or elsewhere for renewable energy in this nation – how good is that for our environment? How does that create jobs at home? Steel manufactured in Pittsburgh is competing against steel manufactured in China with devalued currency, government subsidies, deeply suppressed labor rights, and lower (cheaper) environmental and safety standards. At the same time, Chinese-produced steel has three times the carbon emissions. Our trade policies that allow for this not only hurt workers but the environment.
A Call to the G-20
· The G-20 Summit in Pittsburgh provides an opportunity for Americans to look at what’s happening, and ask hard questions: are the economic “rules of the game” working for the majority or just a few?  

· Real economic solutions mean good, quality jobs and investment in modern, clean manufacturing in the United States. As the Pittsburgh example shows, this requires: 

· All stakeholders to have a voice at the table. 
· An industrial policy that brings together government investments and private innovation.
·  A set of “rules” that protects workers and the environment from exploitation.
· We can’t just talk about a green economy; we have to make sure that it brings good, family supportive jobs for workers here and abroad.
While Pittsburgh continues to fight to develop a balanced, sustainable economy, bad trade policies and financial deregulation threaten the city’s future. We call on the G-20 to learn the lessons of the Pittsburgh model – invite all stakeholders to the table, understand that bad trade policy and financial deregulation can devastate communities, and realize that government involvement and industrial policy can lead to economic growth and stronger, greener communities.
For more information: www.usw.org/manufacturing

