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UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS




Pittsburgh Declaration Talking Points
The Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC) is made up of economists and leaders from international trade unions. TUAC serves as consultants to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, which brings together the governments of countries committed to democracy and the market economy from around the world. OECD supports sustainable economic growth, boosting employment, raising living standards, maintaining financial stability, assisting other countries' economic development and contributing to fair world trade.

ECONOMIC FORECAST IS BLEAK WORLDWIDE:


· While the stock market has begun to recover a bit, the real economy remains bleak. 
· According to forecasts, the G-20 counties will see an average 3.7% decline in GDP this year and are expected to remain stagnant through next year.  
· Labor markets have seen the brunt of the crisis in the developed countries and projections are that unemployment will reach and remain over 10% through 2011. Over 200 millions workers could be pushed into extreme poverty most of whom are in developing countries.
ECONOMIC POLICY MUST FOCUS ON JOBS AND WE CALL ON G-20:

· To support an agenda that does not go back to “business as usual,” but addressed the jobs crisis.
· President Obama has called the old way of doing things “a failed philosophy” based on greed, we must set a new course.
The G-20 must first and foremost address jobs by:

· Keep it’s London commitments to further stimulus action with an eye to creating and maintaining jobs 

· Provide adequate social protections and investment in the green economy

Maintain their commitment to the re-regulation of the global financial system by Working to resolve the problem of insolvent banks in Europe and the United States
· Cap executive pay and indefensible bonuses

· Implement tax reforms that move beyond tax havens including a global tax on financial transactions (this could be used to finance the public debt incurred in fighting the crisis)

Must address Climate Change pave the way for an agreement in Copenhagen 

· That reduces emissions and promotes green jobs

· At the same time we must protect workers in the transition toward the green economy and protect the interests of manufacturing workers in the industrialized world through the fair implementation of border carbon adjustments and other mechanisms that support a “just transition.”

Begin to develop a model of growth based on a balanced economy…one that is economically efficient, socially just and environmentally sustainable.

· This model must bring to an end the policies that have generated massive inequality between and within nations and are the root causes of the current global crisis.
· We can no longer have a model of growth based on debt financed consumption. 
CONCLUSION:

We must have wage led growth and the only way to do that is through the creation of good family sustaining and community building jobs and that only happens when worker have the right to organize and collectively bargain. 

