Talking Points for G-20, Globalization Discussions

What is the G-20? 
· The Group of Twenty (G-20) was formed in 1999 to bring together industrialized and developing economies to discuss key issues in the global economy. 
· The leaders are meeting in Pittsburgh Sept. 24-25, 2009.
· The G-20 event in Pittsburgh gives us an opportunity to talk about important issues:

· Unfair trade and the quest for high profits at any cost: sweatshop labor, environmental damage, toxic toys and other products, the decimation of domestic manufacturing that is destroying our families and communities, etc.
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· Global corporations will push for profits at any cost.
· That means cutting family- and community-sustaining jobs here at home, while exploiting and abusing workers, some of them children, in sweatshop conditions around the world. 
· These workers are forced to work for pennies without safety equipment, no environmental standards and disregard for labor rules.
What does this mean for Americans?
· Cheap goods have a high price tag – is it worth it?

· Globalization is not working for most of us as evidenced by our current economic crisis.

· We need good, clean manufacturing jobs at home to rebuild our economy, and we need to improve the lives and jobs of exploited workers elsewhere.
Who are globalization’s winners and losers?
· CEOs and big corporations are winning with multimillion-dollar profits and paychecks. Most of the rest of us are losing – losing our jobs, our wages, our healthcare, our homes, our communities, our environment, our way of life. 

· The environment also loses out: In places like China and Bangladesh, there is disregard for environmental standards. Toxic waste is dumped into the water and spewed into the atmosphere. Not only is this unsafe for workers and the world, but the U.S. and other countries that follow the rules are at a disadvantaged. 
· We have nothing against workers in other countries. In fact, we are fighting every day to help them – to help lift them out of poverty and torturous working conditions. 
· We don’t want to hurt any worker or their families – we want dignity and respect for every worker around the globe and a level playing field.
What can we do?
· We can’t rely solely on organizations like the G-20 or World Trade Organization (WTO) to protect workers around the world.

· We need to be engaged, educated and active in this battle and demand positive action from our leaders.
· We need to lift everyone up – not push everyone into poverty and poor working conditions, which is what globalization has done by and large – it’s become a mad race to the bottom.
· To fix this, we can take some concrete steps in the U.S.: 
· Push our elected leaders to pass real trade reform and enforce existing laws meant to protect Americans and U.S. business from floods of cheap products imported from overseas at unfair or manipulated prices. 
· Use our existing trade laws the way they were intended – the USW’s 421 tire trade case is an example. We are fighting the flood of unfairly low-priced imported tires from China that have harmed the domestic industry, costing us jobs and business.
· Stand up to currency manipulation and government subsidies in places like China. 
· Invest in domestic manufacturing and give corporations incentives to create jobs at home by pushing for real, green domestic manufacturing policy and other initiatives like the successful “Cash for Clunkers.”
